
David McCallum – Coliban Ward 
 
Native Vegetation 
 
I regard it as important as it is native, having evolved in our local area over eons 
and it is the foundation of our biodiversity, including the faunal diversity it 
supports.  
 
Except for designated forests under State Government control other remaining 
vegetation is along roadsides (some of our oldest trees can be found along 
roadsides and along creek lines where it provides important corridors for animals 
(and birds). 
Native vegetation is key element of our landscape and scenery and serves an 
important functional role as catchments for drinking water for communities to the 
north. 
 
Legal Obligations 
 
At present am not fully across all obligations but look forward to boning up on the 
Act, and am happy to take advice, but am clear that roadside management 
including weed control is an important area: Macedon Ranges has been more 
pro-active in this area with its information brochures. 
 
Natural Resource (Biodiversity) Officer 
 
As I mentioned to you the other day, this is one of a number of areas where 
Hepburn is making false economies. There will always be competing priorities but 
Hepburn in too many areas has adopted a do-nothing approach. I would support 
such an appointment and encourage a cooperative approach with Macedon 
Ranges Shire (after all native vegetation and birds) do not recognise Shire 
boundaries. The low priority that Hepburn gives biodiversity is another reason for 
questioning its viability in the long term. 
 
Biodiversity Strategy 
 
Noting my response to the last question, I would certainly, in principle, support 
the development of a strategy. However, too much of Hepburn's planning is 
belated, involves expensive consultants, and is never implemented. 
I would favour a strategy is capable of being implemented and which might be 
developed in conjunction with WFC and other local expertise. A regional strategy 
developed in conjunction with adjoining councils would be preferable. 
 
A good starting point would be the next four year plan which will be developed in 
the first year of the new council. 



 
Promotion of of native vegetation protection and planting local native 
vegetation.  
 
 I am aware of the good work Trentham Landcare Group performs in collecting 
local seed for germination by a city-based group which returns seedlings 
distributed free to Landcare members for planting on their properties. Council 
should be supporting such efforts. 
 
At a practical level I have been involved with hands on work at Stoney Creek and 
was part of a delegation to a parliamentary enquiry, to ensure that Open Space 
Levy funds were returned to communities from which they were gathered. The 
efforts of volunteers to preserve town and local character must be given more 
support from Council. Only minimal support is currently available for those who 
wish to preserve, develop and maintain our local reserves and walking trails. 
	  


